
Press Statement Embargoed until 2.00pm on Thursday 18th July 

Overnight closure of Cheltenham A&E 

Cheltenham Chamber of Commerce warn GCCG that 
we may seek a Judicial Review 

In a strongly worded letter to the Chair of the GCCG (Gloucestershire care Commissioning 
Group) the Cheltenham Chamber of Commerce have warned the GCCG that they may seek a 
judicial review if the A&E service is withdrawn. 

In the letter they make it clear that the consultation process was deeply flawed: 

 The consultation process was confused due to the PCT being abolished and replaced by 
the GCCG during this period. 

 The consultation document itself was biased and quoted the opinions of clinicians in the 
questions 

 The consultation did not spell out the increase in death rates due to the extra distances 
travelled 

 The consultation did not address health inequalities in breach of the Gloucestershire 
Health & Wellbeing strategy. This meant that issues that affect thousands of Cheltenham 
residents were ignored to the detriment of those people. 

 The consultation did not result in sufficient responses to be reliable and it did not 
distinguish between Cheltenham and non-Cheltenham residents. 

The consultation process was also undermined by a statement on 4th June from Mary 
Hutton, the GCCG’s Accountable Officer, who announced the proposed changes would be 
implemented in a Joint statement with Frank Hansent, Chief Executive Officer of the 
Gloucestershire NHS Foundation Trust. 

The decision can only be made by the GCCG Board which meets later today and we believe 
that the actions of the Accountable Officer has both undermined and prejudiced that 
process. 

“If the GCCG Board decide today to implement the overnight diversion of Emergency 
Ambulances from Cheltenham General Hospital to Gloucester Royal Hospital between 
8.00pm and 8.00am we will reserve the right to seek a judicial review to protect the 
interests of both residents and businesses in Cheltenham” commented Michael Ratcliffe, 
Chief Executive of Cheltenham Chamber of Commerce. 

He continued “Both Cheltenham and Gloucester have large and growing populations which 
require fully staffed A&E Departments. The fact that A&E waiting times at Gloucester are 
already longer than those at Cheltenham demonstrates that we need fully staffed A&E 
Departments in both locations.” 



“We are concerned that this is the thin end of the wedge and that this proposed diversion of 
Emergency Ambulances will lead to the gradual reduction of the A&E services at 
Cheltenham General Hospital.” 

ENDS 

For further information and comment please contact Michael Ratcliffe – Tel. 01242 544549 

 


