
 

Dear Sir/Madam 

I am writing to you on behalf of Re@ch to ask for your advice and support. 

You may have seen some of the press coverage relating to the downgrading of the A&E at 

Cheltenham General Hospital which Cheltenham Chamber of Commerce has challenged. 

Unfortunately the downgrading of the A&E was implemented with effect from 29th July. 

Cheltenham General Hospital’s Accident and Emergency (Casualty) Department was closed 

to admissions between 8pm and 8am every night from July 2013. The Re@ch group, regard 

this as unacceptable in a town of Cheltenham’s size and in a hospital which serves hundreds 

of thousands of people from the north and north east of Gloucestershire. 

Cheltenham Chamber of Commerce is now working with local businesses, local residents 

and other campaign groups such as 38 Degrees to achieve the following objective: 

To have reinstated a fully functioning, fully staffed A&E Department operating 24/7 re-

established at Cheltenham General Hospital, which serves a population of at least 200,000 

in Cheltenham, Tewkesbury Borough and the North Cotswolds, at the earliest possible 

opportunity.” 

I am enclosing copies of some of the press cuttings with this letter and would welcome your 

assistance in taking this campaign forward. We would like to ask for your help and advice in 

the following respects: 

1. Do you know of anyone who has been adversely affected by the decision to divert 

Emergency Ambulances from Cheltenham General Hospital to Gloucestershire Royal 

Hospital between 8.00pm and 8.00am 

2. Do you know of similar instances where shortage of adequately equipped 

ambulances or delays in their arrival adversely affected people needing an 

emergency response? 

3. Would you be willing to include an article about Re@ch in your next Parish 

Newsletter? If yes, how many words and what is the deadline for your next issue? 

4. Whilst we appreciate that the Parish Council has no decision making powers in 

relation to the local health service would you be willing to debate a motion 

expressing your Parish Council’s support for the above objective? 

 


